Psalm 130 by Labuschagne, C.J.
  
 University of Groningen
Psalm 130
Labuschagne, C.J.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.
Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Publication date:
2008
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database
Citation for published version (APA):
Labuschagne, C. J. (Author). (2008). Psalm 130. Data set/Database
Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.
Download date: 12-11-2019
© 2012 Casper J. Labuschagne    ps130— rev 05/24/12 10:41 AM Page 1 
Psalm 130— Logotechnical Analysis 
Guidelines 
 Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book I and Book V. 
 For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the Key to the charts.   
Specific features of Psalm 130 
 The structure of Psalm 130, which is both lucid and regular, is similar to that of Psalm 
129, with 2 cantos, 4 strophes, 8 verselines and 52 (2 x 26) words. The canto structure is 
clearly determined by the direction of address: words addressed to God in Canto I (vs. 1-
4, with 4 verselines and 8 cola) and words spoken about God in Canto II (vs. 5-8, with 4 
verselines and 9 cola). 
 As in Psalms 121, 126, and 127, the logotechnical centre of Psalm 130 constitutes the 
meaningful centre: v. 5 (52 = 23 + 6 + 23). 
 As in most psalms in this corpus, the total number of words, 52, is defined by the 
numerical value of a key-word: , ‘(my soul) waits in hope’, in v. 5a (19 + 6 + 22 + 5). 
Strophic structure  - Canto/Stanza boundary: ||  
 Van der Lugt: 1-2, 3-4 || 5-6, 7-8 (2 cantos with 4 strophes, 8 verselines and 19 cola, 
taking verses 5 and 6 as tricola). 
 Fokkelman: similarly, except that he finds 18 cola, taking v. 8 mistakenly as a monocolic 
verseline despite the division of the line by atnach. 
 Labuschagne: as Van der Lugt. 
Logotechnical analysis  
 Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach. 
 Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God. 
 The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown. 
   Total a b c d 
 1   Heading 2 =   2 +   0 
    3 3   3   
 2  3 3   3   
  ^  3 3   3   
   2   2 2   
  Total, v. 2 8 =   6 +   2 =   8 +   0 
  Strophe 1 Total, v. 1-2 11 =   9 +   2 =  11 +   0 
 3 ^  4 4   4   
   3   3 3   
  Total, v. 3 7 =   4 +   3 =   7 +   0 
 4 ^  3 3   3   
   2   2 2   
  Total, v. 4 5 =   3 +   2 =   5 +   0 
  Strophe 2 Total, v. 3-4 12 =   7 +   5 =  12 +   0 
  Canto I Total, v. 1-4 23 =  16 +   7 =  23 +   0 
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5      = 52 (19 + 6 + 22 + 5)   2 2     2 
     Middle words:  52 = 23+6+23 ^  2 2   2 
     Middle cola: 19 = 8+3+8        2   2   2 
        Total, v. 5 6 =   4 +   2 =   0 +   6 
  Total, v. 2-5 26 =  17 +   9 =  20 +   6 
 6 ^  2 2     2 
    2  2  2 
   2   2   2 
  Total, v. 6 6 =   2 +   4 =   0 +   6 
  Strophe 3 Total, v. 5-6 12 =   6 +   6 =   0 +  12 
  Total, v. 4-6 17 =   9 +   8 =   5 +  12 
 7   4 4     4 
  ^ 4 4     4 
   3   3   3 
  Total, v. 7 11 =   8 +   3 =   0 +  11 
  Total, v. 6-7 17 =  10 +   7 =   0 +  17 
 8 ^  4 4     4 
   2   2   2 
  Total, v. 8 6 =   4 +   2 =   0 +   6 
  Strophe 4 Total, v. 7-8 17 =  12 +   5 =   0 +  17 
  Canto II Total, v. 5-8 29 =  18 +  11 =   0 +  29 
  Total, v. 4-8 34 =  21 +  13 =   5 +  29 
  Total, v. 1-8 52 =  34 +  18 =  23 +  29 
  With the heading, v. 1-8 54 =  36 +  18 
Observations 
1. The logotechnical centre as such, v. 5, constitutes the meaningful centre of Psalm 130 in 
terms of both words and cola (52 = 23 + 6 + 23) and cola (19 = 8 + 3 + 8), a feature it 
shares with Psalms 121 and 126. It contains the gist of the psalm: Israel’s trusting in 
YHWH and waiting for him in hope: 
^ 
  I wait for YHWH,   my soul waits  //  and in his word I put my hope. 
The meaningful centre is highlighted by being positioned at the point where the direction 
of address changes: at the beginning of the 3rd person section of Canto II. See the 
General Introduction, “Special devices to highlight the meaningful centre”.  
Note that the meaningful centre is devised in such a way that the first and last word 
, ‘I wait in hope’, and , ‘I put my hope’, function as a device for inclusion. 
2. That the meaningful centre is flanked by 23 words (the kabod number) on either side 
may be a matter of conscious design to symbolize the presence of God. This is also the 
function of the divine name numbers, which feature as follows: 
vs. 2-5  26 words in total, with 17 before atnach 
vs. 4-6  17 words in total 
vs. 6-7  17 words in total 
vs. 7-8  17 words in total 
vs. 1-8  52 (2 x 26) words in total, with 34 (2 x 17) before atnach. 
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3. The number 52 represents the numerical value of , ‘she waits in hope’, in v. 5a, as 
well as that of the noun , ‘hope’, which has similar consonants (19 + 6 + 22 + 5). 
The root , ‘to wait in hope’, is apparantly a keyword of paramount importance.  
The importance of the keyword , ‘to hope’, is demonstrated by the fact that the call 
 ,’Israel, wait for YHWH in hope’ (130:7a) reverberates in the next 
psalm: 131:3a. To crown it all, the 30 words of Psalm 131 are determined by the 
numerical value of the keyword , ‘to hope’ (10 + 8 + 12 = 30). See Observation 4 in 
my Analysis of Psalm 131. 
4. The name  appears 4 times (vs. 1, 5a, 7a and 7b). In v. 3a we find the name  
(lacking in some manuscripts and ancient versions – cf. BHS). It is interesting to note 
that in Psalms 130-134  appears 17 times and  only once, which brings the total 
number of occurrences of  here to 18 and in the 15 Songs of Ascents to altogether 
51 (3 x 17). See Observation 5 in my Analysis of Psalm 124. 
The appellative , ‘my Lord’, occurs no less than 3 times in Codex L and the other 
major manuscripts (2a, 3b and 6a). Some manuscripts either lack it, or read  instead 
– see BHS. Significantly,  appears only here in the Songs of Ascents. In my opinion, 
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